Dear prospective volunteer,

Thank you for expressing an interest in carrying out voluntary work with our foundation. Such work generally consists of a combination of practical hands on work in tree planting, plant propagation, organic olive groves and olive picking, with some work on the dissemination of information through the ongoing work at our visitor centre, organization of festivals,  tours, workshops, lunches and dinners, helping to run an information and refreshment kiosk, manning the Ranger Station at Ramla Bay, Gozo, and patrolling the protected sites, especially the sand dune areas to guide visitor flow and activity. 

Volunteers and interns are expected to be flexible in the tasks assigned to them, since these form part of an integrated project, with different aspects thereof taking priority at different times during the year. Please note that communications during the internship are conducted in English. Please note that as a rule our volunteer programme is for a minimum of 4 weeks, while preference is given to applications for 8 weeks or more.
We provide free accommodation for volunteers through the hiring of an apartment with 3 bedrooms. The address of the apartment is Flat 4, Royal Gardens Apartments, Piscopo Macedonia Street, Xemxija. The telephone number is 21579688. Xemxija is a small town 20 minutes bike ride from our center, the organic olive groves and the plant nursery (Volunteers make their way to work by bike. However, if the weather is bad ( and you say please ( you can get a lift by car). Please note that the name of the apartment is somewhat misleading, as there are no gardens around it.  Our office number is 21584474. Mobile contact number of the undersigned is 99478828.
While in the past we asked volunteers to contribute 5 Euros per day for rent and the apartment’s upkeep, including water and electricity, heating, internet (the apartment has a 25Gb internet download limit per month. Volunteers should ensure that they keep within the limit to keep enjoying the service through the whole month), use and service of bicycles, and transport from and to the airport, we are currently offering all these services for free in order to make it easier for persons to join our programme and reduce the financial burden on them. We however ask you to pay a deposit of 100 Euros in advance upon your acceptance by us to our programme. This is payable to The Gaia Foundation, Bank of Valletta plc. The International banking number is 22666. The IBAN code is MT26VALL220130000000-40011604138. The 100 Euros are fully reimbursed upon your arrival. 
We ask you for this deposit in order to confirm your willingness and commitment to join our project. This is because we often have to turn down other applicants when we are full, and it would be unfair on them as well as on us if our volunteer programme does not run smoothly because of a lot of last minute cancellations. 

Please email us your request to participate in our volunteer programme by sending us the attached application form to director@projectgaia.org as well as to admin@projectgaia.org Please be sure to list the subject of all email correspondence as “VOLUNTEER PROGRAMME”.
Once your placement is confirmed by us, please let us know the exact dates of your arrival and departure, as well as flight number and city of departure, so that we can book you in to our volunteer programme, and to arrange to pick you up at the airport.  If you need to contact us once you arrive, you may do so on mobile phone no. (00356) 99478828. Please keep this number with you. Please ensure that you list your mobile number in the application form below. Volunteers are required to take out a standard travel insurance for the period they are in Malta.

We await the form on the next page below prior to confirming you in our volunteer programme. Please be sure to attach at least one photo of yourself, and your skype name if you have one to allow us to make a telephone interview if we feel the need to.

Thank you. We look forward to receiving your application.

Rudolf Ragonesi

Executive Director
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	Application Form
The Gaia Foundation, Malta
VOLUNTEER PROGRAMME


	

	Part I. Details of the applicant


	Please submit motivation letter giving reasons for your interest in applying for our programme.
 

	

	Please submit passport photo (obligatory)
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	Name
	
	Surname
	

	Address
	

	Date of Birth
	
	Email
	

	Telephone
	
	Mobile
	

	Skype name
	
	
	

	Are you a European Union Citizen?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	

	Part II. Questionaire

	Please fill in the questionairre as detailed as possible. 


	

	1. How did you get to know about us and our volunteer programme?

	

	2. Are you a University student?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Name of University
	

	Address
	

	Course/Faculty
	

	3. Do you have a University Degree or a tirtiary education Diploma? 

	

	4. Please give name and email address of person who can sign a letter of reference (eg University tutor, voluntary organization you have worked with etc.)

	

	5. Have you done any voluntary work before?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Name of Organisation
	

	Starting Date
	
	Ending Date
	

	Contact E-mail
	

	6. Please explain in about 100 words why you would like to join our volunteer programme.

	

	7. How Long would you like to stay?

	

	8. When would you like to:

	Begin
	
	Finish
	

	9. What languages do you speak?

	

	10. What is your level of English?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Fluent
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Intermediate
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Basic
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Poor

	11. Do you have any knowledge of computer programmes? If so, which ones?

	

	12. Do you like outdoor work?

	

	13. Do you have any health condition that needs caring for during your work? Eg Back problems etc.

	

	14. Do you have any allergies?

	

	15. Please confirm that you will be taking out a standard travel insurance for the period of your stay here. (obligatory)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I Confirm

	16. Please list what you think are your strong points

	

	17. Please list what you think are your weak points

	

	18. Do you accept the conditions of the voluntary programme listed in the introduction above?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I Agree                                                                            
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I Disagree

	

	Part III. Signature of the applicant

	

	Name
	
	Date
	

	

	Signature
	

	


